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WE-turn of Vision
Abstract

This presentation seeks to reconsider what vision is from the perspective that
understands cognition in general as the self-monitoring of somatic action. Cognitive
agents, including humans, often perform somatic actions toward specific objects with
some purpose within an external environment, much like a cheetah sprinting across the
savanna in pursuit of a gazelle. To execute such somatic actions appropriately, it is
necessary to monitor in real-time one's own body, the object, the environment, as well as
the ever-changing relationships between them. Let us call cognition as monitoring for the
smooth execution of such somatic action “cognition for action.” On the other hand, a
specialized and derivative form of this “cognition for action” is "action for cognition"—a
somatic action performed to perceive a specific object under a certain environment, such
as cutting-edge life imaging using an optical microscope. In this “action for cognition,”
information regarding the environment and the body is regarded as a distracting factor
that introduces bias into information about the object; nevertheless, both types of
cognition are the same in that they—whether liked or not—take the entire system
consisting of the environment, body, object, and the relationships between them as the
object of cognition. In addition to this holistic view of cognition, this presentation, based
on the philosophical position of the “WE-turn” proposed by the speaker, regards the
subject of the somatic action of cognition as the entire system of environment, body, and
object called “WE.” Based on this, this paper argues that general cognition, including
vision, is nothing other than reflexive self-monitoring by “WE” as the subject of somatic
action toward that “WE” itself.
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