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Medical Education in Germany: Development of the National Competence 
Based Catalogue of Learning Objectives 

 
The transition from a content-based curriculum to a competency-based curriculum in medical 
education [1] is internationally far advanced and an ongoing process in Germany. The current 
German Licensing Law for Physicians (ÄAppO) does not directly address „competence“, but 
spells out clusters of learning objectives resembling the roles of physicians in practice as 
described in the CanMeds 2005 competency framework. To enhance the development of 
compentency-based curricula and assessment on a nation-wide platform, the German 
Association for Medical Education (GMA) in cooperation with the Association of German 
Medical Faculties (MFT) together with all stakeholders in Germany [2] developed a National 
Competency Based Catalogue of Learning Objectives (NKLM) in November 2009. The 
catalogue was passed by the assembly of German Medical Faculties in June 2015 and sent 
to all faculties [3]. The catalogue describes, based on the CanMeds framework, roles, enabling 
competencies, learning objectives, mile stones, patient encounters, forms of assessment, and 
quality of assessment. After 5 years of experience there will be a re-evaluation in 2020. 
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