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Experiences with Japanese Heritage Preservation: 
Built Heritage Conservation and Preservation in Japan 

 
Against the backdrop of my professional experience in the preservation and conservation of 
monuments in Germany and my international experience in the long-standing voluntary service 
in ICOMOS and cooperation with UNESCO I will try to give an outline of more over 100 years 
of history of Japanese heritage preservation and try to deal with the 3 questions, that are al-
ways asked when dealing with monument preservation and conservation in other countries:  
 
1 What is protected?  
 

- My presentation is designed to remind you of the rich architectural heritage that you all 
came into contact with during your time of research in Japan. He will give a brief his-
torical overview of the built cultural heritage in Japan from the Nara era to the modern 
era. 

- Tools for the designation of the monuments are here as there the inventory and the 
scientific investigation of the building history. 

-   
2 How and why is it protected and preserved? 
 

- The basis for the protection of the monuments is the monument protection law, which 
is actually in Japan a cultural protection law, because it includes the intangible cultural 
heritage, which is quite unique in the world. 

 
 3 Who is protecting and conserving? Who are the actors?  
 

- In order to be able to explain and assess the handling of the architectural heritage, the 
knowledge of the decision-making processes is indispensable. 

- Therefore, it is important to know and understand the actors both for the assessment 
and designation of the architectural heritage as well as for the administrative, planning, 
structural and economic handling (management) of the architectural heritage. 

- These are first of all the construction and art historians of the universities, the adminis-
trative institutions at the different levels of government (national, prefecture, city and 
municipalities), the urban and regional planners, architects, restorers and craftsmen. 

- And finally, the owners and users of the built heritage. This includes the growing num-
ber of citizens' initiatives (NGO’s) that require participation in the management of the 
cultural heritage.  



CV 
15.03.1945  born in Alsfeld, Germany 
1951-1955 primary school in Alsfeld 
1955-1965 High School  (Realgymnasiums, Albert-Schweitzer-Schule) in Alsfeld 
1965-1972 University studies of Architecture and Town Planning, Technical University 

Darmstadt 
  Theses: City Centre in Hamburg-Altona 
1972-1976 post graduate studies in Japan: 
04.72-10.72 language courses at the University for Foreign Language in Osaka (Osaka 

Gaidai) 
10.72-04.76 studies and research for PHD at Architectural Department of Kyoto University  
 Fellowship holder of DAAD and MOMBUSHO Japanese Ministry of Education 

and Japan Foundation  
1976-1978 Civil Service Training Course in Town Planning Administration 

Planning Authority of the State of Hessen 
1978  PHD Theses: Change of Housing in Japan, Technical University Darmstadt 
1979- 2010 State Officer at the State Conservation Office in Wiesbaden 

- Inventory 
- District state conservation officer 
- Head of Urban Conservation Section 
- Head of Urban Conservation Workgroup of the Association of Conserva-

tion Offices in the Federal Republic of Germany  
Various consulting and research activities during professional life. 

- For UNESCO (European Art Nouveau Architecture Study Group), 
- for German Agency for Technical Advice (Urban Conservation Projekt in 

Georgetown, Malaysia  and Stone Conservation Project In Petra, Jordan) 
- For Federal Miniistry of Science and Technology (1993 - 2001German-

Japanese cooperation in conservation, head of the German Team: 
      Conservation methods, administration, law etc. and Wood restoration,  
- for a Thai Foundation: Urban Conservation Plan for Luang Prabang, Laos 
- 3 UNESCO conference/workshops on Tourism and Heritage    
      (Penang/Melaka, Bhaktapur, Lijiang) 
 

Member of ISoCaRP (2002 – 2010) 
Member of ICOMOS (International Council for Monuments and Sites) since 1999 
Member of ICOMOS ISC SBH (International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage 
since 2000, President since 2009) 
- in this position attending general assemblies, conferences, symposia, workshops and study 
tours worldwide, primarily in Asia, many times in Japan. 
 
2011  Lectures on Urban Conservation at Mainz Technical University 
2013  Adjunct Prof. of National Research Center of Cultural Industries at the Central 

China Normal University, Wuhan, China 
 


