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Structural performance of traditional timber structures in Japan  
against seismic load 

 
The majority of cultural heritage in Japan is of timber post and beam construction. These tra-
ditional timber architecture in Japan are forced to face severe natural hazards such as earth-
quake and typhoon. Some examples of damage by past earthquake are introduced together 
with the horizontal load resisting system. One example of horizontal load resisting element is 
selected and the research to reveal the structural performance based on literature survey, 
structural experiments and analysis are introduced. 
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