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Contemporary Mid-rise Timber Building in Japan

Japan has a longstanding heritage of wooden buildings. In the long history, large buildings
such as temples and tall tower such as five-story pagoda have been built. However, these
buildings were large roof constructions and there are a few multi-story buildings. In the 20th
century, the challenge of multi-story wooden architecture started, but it was restricted by the
law, and the challenge began again in 2000. Recent seismic technology and fireproof technol-
ogy for timber buildings have made it possible to realize mid-rise timber buildings in Japan.
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