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The Rôle of the House Model in the context of exhibiting Japanese Collections 

 
The Weltmuseum Wien (until 2013 the Museum of Ethnology in Vienna), after a period of ren-
ovation reopened in October 2017. As curator of the East Asian Collection I would like to pre-
sent the concept of the gallery “1873 – Japan comes to Europe” which had to follow the general 
story telling of Weltmuseum Wien’ s collection, by choosing a historical point in time, when the 
objects of the region of origin (non-European, in this case from Japan) met with the History of 
Austria or in earlier periods with the Austrian-Hungarian Empire of the 19th century or before.  
 
The Japanese gallery focuses on the 19th century working with a central object, the so called 
key object, the house model of a daimyō residency, presented by the Meiji Government at the 
1873 World Exhibition in Vienna, and therefore emphasizing on Edo as well as on Meiji period 
culture.  
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Academic and Professional Qualifications  
2/1982 - 7/1985 Journeyman’s certificate in sculpture, Freiburg, FRG 
10/1981 - 7/1986 M.A. in Sinology and Prehistoric Archaeology, Albert-Ludwigs-Universi-

tät, Freiburg (FRG) 
8/1986 - 1/1992 Ph.D. in Chinese Archaeology, Peking University, Beijing, PRC 
 
 
Main Work Experience 
Since 1995 Head of the East Asian Coll., Weltmuseum Wien (formerly Museum of 

Ethnology, Vienna) Austria  
2004 - 2009 Head of the Sino-German Archaeological Project for the BMBF (Fed-

eral Ministry of Education and Research Berlin/Bonn, FRG) 
2003 - 2013  Lecturer for Museological Studies concerning 19th – 20th cent. collec-

tions at the Dept. of East Asian Studies/Sinology, University of Vienna, 
Austria                  

1992 – 1993 Lecturer for Chinese Archaeology at the Albert-Ludwigs-Universität, 
Freiburg (FRG) 

 
 
Curating (international) exhibitions among others: 
1997    Japan yesterday – Spuren und Objekte der Siebold  
   Reisen‘ at the Austrian Museum of applied Art (MAK), Vienna 
2001   Guest curator for the exhibition ‚Paintings from the collection of HH Gaj 

Singh II, Maharaja of Marwar-Jodhpur, Seoul, Rep. Korea 
2006     Xi’an – Imperial Power in the Afterlife; Burial Goods and Temple  
   Treasures from China's Ancient Capital - Results of German-Chinese  

cooperation in the Protection of Cultural Property, KAH, Bonn,  
Germany 

2008   Guizhou – Chinas Reich der Töne und Farben, Schloss Bruck, Lienz,  
Austria 

2009 Jenseits des Himalaya – Guizhou, Verborgenes China, Schloss 
Halbthurn, Austria 

2017  Concept for the New Galleries for Japan and China at Weltmuseum 
Wien 

“1873 – Japan comes to Europe” and “A New Perception – View on China” 
2019  „The Elegance of Hosokawa – Tradition of a Samurai Family“ 
2020  „„A New Era at Dawn – Heinrich von Siebold’s (1852 – 1908) Collection from 

the Meiji Periode“ 


