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Recognizing the Similar thus Accepting the Other 
 
The Western history of emphasizing the Japanese "other" is probably older but came to the 
fore with the opening of Japan in the second half of 19th century, when numerous people 
reported about their personal perceptions or pure imaginations. This categorization has been 
cultivated up to this day. Japan contributes to confirm this impression. Serious analyses of 
Japanese architecture started still later than Western occupation with Japanese art and other 
cultural fields. Again the driving force was the investigation what Western architecture could 
extract from "Japanness". 
 
Regarding the occasion my contribution intends to reflect the term friendship understood as 
communication and relation on an equal level and not as a political methaphor to outsmart one 
partner. I am going to present historic architectures proving similarity in thinking, in considering 
and solving problems, in finding comparable answers under comparable building conditions. 
European and Japanese carpenters created best suited solutions strikingly equal in appear-
ance. 
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