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“The	booklet	of	Eufemia	by	Kudriaffsky	(1820-1881),	undoubtedly	a	well-read	and	
interested	lady,	is	indicative	of	the	enthusiastic	Japan-mood	during	the	time	of	the	
World's	Fair.	Whoever	could,	made	a	pilgrimage	to	the	Japanese	department	and	to	
the	Japanese	garden	at	the	world	exhibition	grounds	in	the	Prater.	Japan's	presence	in	
Vienna	was	a	sensation.	Inspired	by	this	as	well	as	by	her	acquaintance	with	diplomats	
of	the	Japanese	Legation	opened	in	the	course	of	the	World	Exhibition,	she	gave	four	
lectures	on	Japan	to	the	Women's	Occupation	Association	in	Vienna,	a	Japanese	
potpourri	made	up	from	what	she	herself	had	seen,	had	read	up	from	Siebold	and	
Mitford,	and	had	absorbed	from	‘her	gifted	disciple,	the	wife	of	Mr.	Hiromoto	
Watanabe,	first	secretary	of	the	Imperial	Japanese	Legation	in	Vienna,	Ms.	Tei	
Watanabe’.	To	her	it	was	that	she	had	dedicated	her	book	Japan.	Four	Lectures	and	an	
Annex	of	Original	Japanese	Sermons	(1874).	She	speaks	and	lectures	on	Japan	and	its	
culture	quite	convinced	-	and	naive	and	lightheartedly.“	

(Josef	Kreiner	u.a.	(Hg.):	Japanforschung	in	Österreich.	1976,	p.57)	

Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	
Four	Lectures	and	an	Annex	of	Original	Japanese	Sermons	(1874)	
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•  Earned	her	living	by	teaching	after	death	of	famous	civil-engineering	father	
•  Interested	in	natural	sciences	
•  Drawing	lessons:	watercolours,	especially	of	flowers,	now	at	The	Museum	of	
Applied	Art	in	Vienna	
•  Published	books,	e.g.	Die	historische	Küche.	Ein	Culturbild	(The	Historic	Kitchen.	A	
Culture	Picture)	(1880)	
•  Taught	German	to	Watanabe	Tei,	wife	of	Japanese	diplomat	in	Vienna,	
Watanabe	Hiromoto	

The	Author:	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	(1820-1881)	
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• Wiener	Frauen-Erwerb-Verein	(Vienna	Women's	Occupation	Association)		
◦  founded	1866	with	the	aim	to	help	women	in	need,	or	to	academically	and	
practically	prepare	them	for	a	working	life	

◦  propagated	at	the	World’s	Fair	

•  Lectures	of	November	1873	directed	at	a	“small,	but	selected	audience”	at	the	
Wiener	Frauen-Erwerb-Verein:	possibly	potential	sponsors?	

•  Audience	evidently	familiar	with	Japanese	exhibition;	lectures	intended	to	give	
in-depth	information	

The	Audience	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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(1)  Lectures	directed	at	a	general	audience,	written	by	“ordinary”	intellectual	are	
indicative	of	the	Japan-related	knowledge	a	well-educated,	cultured	member	
of	the	Viennese	Society	might	be	expected	to	be	familiar	with	–	and	was	able	
to	acquire 	 	 	 	 		è	(1)	The	Booklet	

(2)  Frequent	references	to	Japanese	artefacts	exhibited	at	the	World’s	Fair	
provide	eyewitness’s	description	and	insights	into	the	reception	of	these	
Japanese	objects 	 	 	 		è	(2)	The	Exhibiton	

(3)  Lectures	written	1873	allow	glimpses	at	Japan	in	transition	both	internally	
(setting	out	to	become	a	nation	state)	and	externally	(negotiating	relations	
with	Western	powers) 	 	 	 		è	(3)	“Japan”	and	the	West	

Relevance	
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•  202	pages	
•  Frontizpiz:	Original	Japanese	woodblock-print,	depicting	Mitfort	listening	to	
sermons	
•  Dedication	

(1)	The	Booklet	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  Design:	Hauptmann	(captain)	Friedrich	Heyer	v.	
Rosenfeld	
•  National	emblem	at	corners	
•  Private	emblem	of	the	emperor	(paulownia	with	
flowers)		
•  „Dai-Nippon“	styled	as	monogram	
•  Right	corner:	dragon,	Japan‘s	symbol	
•  Left	corner:	crane	and	turtle,	holy	animals	
•  Lower	middle:	Tori-e	(imitation	of	Chinese	
character	for	„heaven“.	Inscription:	Dai-shing-gu,	
a	Shinto-goddess	to	whom	the	Mikado‘s	family	
pretends	to	descend	from	[„zu	stammen	vorgibt“	

(Explanation	by	E.v.K.,	p.189)		

(1a)	The	Booklet:	Book-cover	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  „Classics“:		
◦  Engelbert	Kaempfer,	Philipp	Franz	von	Siebold:	Nippon	(extensively),	Wilhelm	
Heine;	De	Rosny	(literature)	

•  Austrians	who	had	published	in	newspapers	or	given	lectures:	
◦  Ransonnet	(maps),	Dr.	Ambros	(music	instruments)	
•  Japanese	informants	
◦ Watanabe	Tei,	Mr.	Hirayama	(commissioner	at	the	Fair),	Yamamoto	Kosankichi	
(	baptized	in	Vienna)	

• Manuscripts		
◦  Flower	almanach	printes	1810	at	Yeddo,	rare	Japanese	manuscript	on	seppuku	
•  	Exhibitions	
◦  Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
◦  Ethnographic	collection	in	Munich	with	Siebold‘s	collection,		

(1b)	The	Booklet:	Sources	
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	14 	Fische	–	Geschichte	–	
	 	 	Mythe		
	15 	Mythe	–	Isa-na-gi	
	16 	Isa-na-gi	–	Isa-na-gi		
	17 	Regenten	
	18 	Helden	
	19 	Zin-mu	
	20 	China	–	Religion		
	21 	Religion	
	22 	Europäische	Reisende		
	23 	Kasten	–	Feldbau		
	24 	Feldbau	–	Hatamoto		
	25 	Hatamoto	–	Christenthum	

•  Lecture	I:	
•  	 	1 	--	

	2 	Einleitung	–	Klima			
	3 	Topographie	–	Reisen		
	4 	Reisen		
	5 	Reisen	–	Vulcane		
	6 	Vegetation	
	7 	Vegetation 		
	8 	Vegetation	–	Bodencultur	–	
	 	 	Thee		
	9 	Thee	
	10 	Thee	–	Kaffee		
	11 	Mineralreich	–	Thierreich		
	12 	Vögel	-	Perlmuschel	
	13 	Perlmuschel	–	Fische		
		

(1c)	The	Booklet:	Contents	I	
	travels,	vegetation,	myths,	regents,	religion	
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	40 	Buddha	–	Aberglauben 			
	41 	Tempel	Zojiji	–	Theehäuser	
		42 	Theehäuser	–	Glückstage		
	43 	Reise-	und	Hausgötter	
	44 	Heilige	Gegenstände	und	
	 	 	 	Thiere	
	45 	Heilige	Thiere	–	
	 	 	 	
	Hochzeitsgebräuche		
	46 	Brautgaben	und	Schmuck	
	47 	Hochzeitsfeier	–	Die	japanische	
	 	 	Frau	
	48 	Das	japanische	Kind	–	Weihe		
	49 	Das	japanische	Kind	
	50 	Todtenfeier	
	51 	Todtenfeier	–	Selbstmord		
	52 	Hinrichtung	
	53 	Hara-kiri	
	54 	Taki	Zenzaburo	
	55 	Reformen	

•  Lecture	II:	
	26 	--	
	27 	Zeitrechnung	–	Thierkreis		
	28 	Füchse	–	Monatnamen		
	29 	Monatnamen	–	Wasseruhren		
	30 	Sonnenuhr	–	Feueruhr	–	Schlaguhr		
	31 	Schlaguhr	–	Kalender	–	Feste		
	32 	Blindenkalender	–	
	 	 	
	Teufelsbeschwörung		
	33 	Blindenkalender	–	Blumenkalender	
	34 	Cultformen	–	Todesarten		
	35 	Eta	–	Shinto-Glaube		
	36 	Schutzgötter	–	Priester		
	37 	Tempel	–	Kami-Hallen		
	38 	Wallfahrten	–	Gelübde		
	39 	Sühne	–	Opfergaben		

		
		

	

(1c)	The	Booklet:	Contents	II	
	calendars,	temples/shrines,	wedding	and	funeral	rites,	hara-kiri	
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	70 	Embleme	–	Schiesspulver		
	71 	Rüstung	–	Helme		
	72 	Blendungen	
	73 	Japanischer	Bazar	
	74 	Industrie	
	75 	Metallarbeiten	–	Lack		
	76 	Holz-Industrie	
	77 	Pflanzenfaser	
	78 	Seide	–	Leder	–	Pinsel		
	79 	Papier	
	80 	Papier	–	Spielzeug		
	81 	Pavillon	des	Kindes		
	82 	Spielzeug	–	Fussballspiel		
	83 	Fussballspiel	–	Ringkämpfe		
	84 	Ringkämpfe	–	Richter		
	85 	Sold	der	Kämpfer	

	

•  Lecture	III:	
	 	56 	--	

	57 	Hotels	
	58 	Zimmer	–	Bilder		
	59 	Malerkunst	
	60 	Landschaftsmalerei	
	61 	Musik	
	62 	Musik	–	Instrumente			
	63 	Tscheng	–	Trommeln		
	64 	Concert	–	Kleidung		
	65 	Kleidung	–	Wappen		
	66 	Wappen	–	Seide	–	Waffen		
	67 	Waffen	aus	alter	Zeit	
	68 	Pfeile	–	Bogen	–	Lanzen		
	69 	Seitengewehre		
		

(1c)	The	Booklet:	Contents	III	
	arts,	weapons,	handicraft	(„industry“),	toys,	sports	
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	103 	Erotische	Gedichte	
	104 	Vergleiche	
	105 	Zakka	
	106 	Zakka	–	Ha-uta		
	107 	Nippon-si-zen		
	108 	Yoshiwara	–	Theehäuser		
	109 	Volkslieder	
	110 	Blumen-Vergleiche	–	Prosa		
	111 	„Sechs	Wandschirme“	–	
	 	 	Marchen		
	112 	Fuchsmärchen	
	113 	Fuchsmärchen	–	Thiergeister		
	114 	Der	dankbare	Dachs		
	115 	Der	dankbare	Dachs	
	116 	Fortschritt	in	Japan	
	117 	Kenntnis	der	deutschen	
	 	 	Sprache	

	

•  Lecture	IV:	
	86 	--	
	87 	Theater	–	Schauspieler		
	88 	Costume	-	Larven	
	89 	Hatsiman	–	„Das	Federkleid“		
	90 	„Das	Federkleid“	
	91 	Soloscenen	
	92 	„Die	Tintenkleckse“	–	Sprache		
	93 	Schrift	–	Feike		
	94 	Feike	–	Literatur		
	95 	Geschichts-Tabellen	
	96 	Poesie	–	Tausend	Worte	
	97 	Dichtungsarten	
	98 	Man-jo-sju	–	Ha-uta	–	Si		
	99 	Man-jo-sju	–	Vorrede	
	100 	Hiak-nin-isju	
	101 	Vergleiche	mit	Pflanzen	
	102 	Kaiserliche	Dichter	
		

(1c)	The	Booklet:	Contents	IV	
	Writing	system,	literature,	progress	in	Japan	
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In	competition	with	Turkish	carpets,	Chinese	ivory	works	or	French	bronze	works,	"a	
decided	preference,	an	interest	among	the	old	and	the	young,	among	the	noble	and	
the	public,	among	strangers	and	natives,	was	noticeably	broad.	And	this	preference	
was	for	a	small,	hitherto	little-known	island	people	in	the	east	of	China,	a	people	that	
has	marshalled	general	sympathy	in	our	World's	Fair.	How?	Is	it	the	artful	products	in	
general,	is	it	the	astonishing	efforts	at	progress	made	by	the	Government	of	Japan,	the	
surprising	intelligence	of	the	individuals,	or	that	mysterious	veil	that,	despite	its	
striking	approach	to	Europe	and	its	customs,	is	still	spread	over	land	and	people,	or	is	it	
the	combination	of	all	these	moments,	by	which	the	interest	of	so	different	
personalities	is	concentrated,	in	a	word,	the	magic	is	there,	it	can	not	be	denied,	and	
Japan	has	become	the	watchword	and	slogan	of	the	great	and	universal	revue	of	the	
world-exposition.	"(P.2)	
		
"I	believe,	therefore,	to	meet	your	wishes,	if	I	offer	you	a	little	insight	into	this	still	very	
little	explored	country;	a	sketch	which	may	describe	the	traits,	customs,	and	customs	
of	this	people	to	just	such	an	extent	that	it	may	encourage	individuals	to	pay	close	
attention	the	increasingly	accessible	information	of	this	people."	(p.2)	

(2)	The	Exhibition	(I)	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  Artefacts	spread	over	3	discernible	sites:	Japanese	gallery,	Japanese	garden	and	
miya,	pavillon	of	the	small	child	

•  If	we	look	at	the	Japanese	in	his	home,	his	robes,	weapons	and	games,	in	the	various	
phases	of	industry,	the	exhibition	has	shown	us	inestimable	details;	the	dwelling-
house	and	its	furnishings	have	been	made	clear	to	us	both	by	small	models	exactly	
executed,	where	we	must	distinguish	the	farmhouse,	the	house	of	the	well-to-do,	
and	finally	that	of	the	rich,	as	well	as	furnished	living-rooms.	"[...]	detailed	
description	of	utensils	,	study	room	and	woman’s	room.	“We	have	seen	in	both	the	
house	models,	as	well	as	at	the	bazaar	used	Japanese	retailers	in	life	size	that	the	
walls	consist	of	sliding	doors	and	so	the	rooms	can	easily	be	enlarged	and	reduced.	In	
addition,	there	are	wind	screens	on	the	outside	in	accordance	with	the	direction	of	
the	wind	screens,	which	we	call	wall	screens	changing	but	a	vowel	[Windschirm	->	
Wandschirm],	and	of	which	there	were	some	truly	magnificent	specimens	at	the	
exhibition.”	(p.56-57)	

(2)	The	Exhibition	(II)	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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• Brushes	
•  "In	the	exhibition,	the	brush	could	be	seen	from	the	largest,	resembling	a	
wall	plasterer’s	to	the	finest	writing	brush	of	the	nobleman;	a	small	desk-
set	of	glass	illustrated	the	procedure	in	the	drafting	of	edicts,	accounts,	
orders	of	death-judgments,	love-letters,	and	poetry;	indeed	a	little	
samurai	stood	by	even	as	a	guard,	whose	miniature	armor	consisted	of	
little	pieces	of	ink,	and	whose	fearfulness	at	most	could	impress	the	
writer	who	had	to	fear	he	would	be	persecuted	with	biting	criticisms."	(p.
78)	

(2)	The	Exhibition	(III)	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  Toys	for	children:	"It	is	not	uncommon	for	some	
industries	to	suggest	a	moment	in	the	cultural	history	
of	a	people.	We	have	often	been	able	to	make	use	of	
this	observation	and	experience	during	the	World's	
Fair.	"Turkish	toys	primitive	forms,	French	toys	with	
exaggerated	luxury;	and	Japan	"in	the	middle;	elegant	
daintiness	without	luxuriant	decorations	
characterized	these	nice	little	animal	figures.	…	
Among	the	dolls	a	lady	stood	proudly,	with	upper	
body	a	thrown-back,	which	the	catalog	called	‘lady-in-
waiting,’	and	a	grimly	proud	-looking	warrior,	portrait	
doll	of	the	chief	of	the	imperial	bodyguard	and	
famous	poet:	Nari-hira;	also	a	famous	poetess	from	
the	court,	Komatshi,	was	shown	as	doll	figure.	
Dancers	and	musicians,	figures	representing	the	
various	estates,	were	rendered	in	an	expressive	way.	
"(P.80-81)	

(2)	The	Exhibition	(IV)	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  Frequent	comparisons	of	Japan	with:	
◦  „us“	
◦  Indian	mythology	
◦  Ancient	Greek	and	Romans		
◦  Others	

•  Kudriaffsky	is	eager	not	to	present	a	unique	Japan	but	rather	to	bring	Japan	into	
the	known	and	familiar	peoples	–	not	cultures	

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West	
	 	Comparisons	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  „The	next	lecture	[II]	will	show	us	the	Japanese	in	the	field	of	industry,	a	field	
where	we	willingly	accede	him	the	supremacy	he	claims	with	full	justification.	(p.
55)	

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West		
	 	Critical	Appraisal	(1)	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  "Even	though	I	was	not	allowed	to	hear	a	complete	orchestra	composed	of	the	
above-mentioned	instruments,	I	can	still	speak	as	an	ear	witness	of	the	
production	of	individual	musicians	whom	I	occasion	to	listen	to	in	the	house	of	
the	imperial	Japanese	envoy	Sano	Tsouné-tami	on	occasion	of	the	birthday	
celebration	of	the	Mikado,	on	November	11th.	A	three-part	psalmodiral	singing	
with	defined	head-notes	was	recounted,	with	occasional	strange	breathing	and	a	
monotone	tremolation	occasionally	turning	into	a	nosey	trill,	was	accompanied	
by	two	shamisen	played	by	Mrs.	Watanabe	and	a	commission	member	with	the	
plectrum.	The	voices	sang	together	for	a	while,	then	alternated;	the	tones	of	the	
samisen	sounded	shrilly.	It	seemed	that	the	singer	was	telling	a	bad	misfortune,	
which	he	bemoaned	in	notes.	That	was	not	the	case;	for,	after	making	inquiries,	I	
found	out	that	the	song	was	called	‘spring	of	the	plum	trees’	and	describes	the	
bliss	of	a	walk	along	the	river,	where	the	plum	trees	blossom	and	the	sweet	song	
of	the	birds	resounds.”	(P.63-64)	

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West	
	 	Critical	Appraisal	(2)	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  Japanese	exhibits	collected	from	all	over	Japan	=	domains	to	present	„one“	
Japan	in	Vienna	

• Mythology	of	the	Kojiki	and	Nihongi	are	treated	as	ordinary	myths	
◦  no	hint	of	heavenly	descendence	of	tenno	
◦  „Zin-mu-ten-wo“:	the	famous	conqueror	(p.26),	a	hero	"superior	to	all	others	
in	mental	and	physical	powers".	Spreads	his	kingdom	on	the	advice	of	his	old	
servant,	and	"gained	control	of	Jamato,	built	a	palace,	the	Dairi,	…	and	founded	
his	court	as	Mikado“	(S.19).		

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West:		
	 	‚Japan‘	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  Frequent	comparisons	of	Japan	with:	
◦  „us“	
◦  Indian	mythology	
◦  Ancient	Greek	and	Romans		
◦  Others	

•  Kudriaffsky	is	eager	not	to	present	a	unique	Japan	but	rather	to	bring	Japan	into	
the	known	and	familiar	peoples	(not	cultures)	

•  BUT	…	

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West:		
	 	Japan	alongside	the	West	

INGRID	GETREUER-KARGL 	Eufemia	of	Kudriaffsky	and	the	1873	Vienna	World‘s	Fair	
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•  BUT	…	veneer	is	still	thin	
•  Kobe	Incident	1868:	After	the	incident,	Kobe	was	militarily	occupied	by	the	Treaty	Powers	
for	three	days.	Mitford:	Kôbé	was	held	in	military	occupation	for	three	days,	during	which	
there	were	alarms	cutting-out	expeditions	with	armed	boats,	steamers	seized,	and	all	
kinds	of	martial	effervescence.	In	fact,	it	was	like	fox-hunting:	it	had	‘all	the	excitement	of	
war,	with	only	ten	per	cent.	of	the	danger.’”	(Freeman-Mitford	2004)	
•  "Mitford,	the	author	of	the	Old	Japan	Tales,	witnessed	the	execution	of	a	rebel,	Taki	
Zenzaburo,	officer	of	the	Prince	of	Bizen,	who	ordered	the	firing	in	1868	on	the	
settlement	of	foreigners	into	Hiogo.	The	Mikado	ordered	his	death,	and	the	execution	
took	place	in	the	temple	of	Sei-fu-kuji	at	half	past	eight	in	the	night.	Invitations	had	been	
sent	to	all	foreign	delegations,	and	seven	had	appeared.	This	was	the	first	example	that	
foreigners	were	allowed	to	attend	such	a	ceremony.	Since	they	thought	they	were	guilty	
of	this	satisfaction,	it	was	as	if	it	were	an	act	of	courtesy.	[...]	It	had	been	said	here	and	
there,	it	would	have	been	up	to	the	foreigners	to	plead	for	Taki’s	life,	but	even	with	the	
Japanese	this	would	not	have	made	a	good	impression	and	perhaps	cost	many	a	fight	and	
many	human	lives."(p.54-55)	

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West:		
	 	BUT	also:	Othering	of	Japan	
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•  Mitford:	
•  „Since	I	wrote	the	above,	we	have	heard	that,	before	his	entry	into	the	fatal	hall,	Taki	Zenzaburô	called	round	him	
all	those	of	his	own	clan	who	were	present,	many	of	whom	had	carried	out	his	order	to	fire,	and,	addressing	them	
in	a	short	speech,	acknowledged	the	heinousness	of	his	crime	and	the	justice	of	his	sentence	and	warned	them	
solemnly	to	avoid	any	repetition	of	attacks	upon	foreigners.	They	were	also	addressed	by	the	officers	of	the	
Mikado,	who	urged	them	to	bear	no	ill-will	against	us	on	account	of	the	fate	of	their	fellow	clansman.	They	
declared	that	they	entertained	no	such	feeling.“	(S.405-406)	[…]	

•  “The	opinion	has	been	expressed	that	it	would	have	been	politic	for	the	foreign	representatives	at	the	last	moment	
to	have	interceded	for	the	life	of	Taki	Zenzaburô.	The	question	is	believed	to	have	been	debated	among	the	
representatives	themselves.	My	own	belief	is	that	mercy,	although	it	might	have	produced	the	desired	effect	
among	the	more	civilized	clans,	would	have	been	mistaken	for	weakness	and	fear	by	those	wilder	people	who	have	
not	yet	a	personal	knowledge	of	foreigners.	The	offence	–	an	attack	upon	the	flags	and	subjects	of	all	the	Treaty	
Powers,	which	lack	of	skill,	not	of	will,	alone	prevented	from	ending	in	a	universal	massacre	–	was	the	gravest	that	
has	been	committed	upon	foreigners	since	their	residence	in	Japan.	Death	was	undoubtedly	deserved,	and	the	
form	chosen	was	in	Japanese	eyes	merciful	and	yet	judicial.	The	crime	might	have	involved	a	war	and	cost	hundreds	
of	lives;	it	was	wiped	out	b	one	death.	I	believe	that,	in	the	interest	of	Japan	as	well	as	in	our	own,	the	course	
pursued	was	wise,	and	it	was	very	satisfactory	to	me	to	find	that	one	of	the	ablest	Japanese	ministers,	with	whom	I	
had	a	discussion	upon	the	subject,	was	quite	of	my	opinion.”	

After	the	incident,	Kobe	was	militarily	occupied	by	the	Treaty	Powers	for	three	days.	Mitford:	Kôbé	was	held	in	military	
occupation	for	three	days,	during	which	there	were	alarms	cutting-out	expeditions	with	armed	boats,	steamers	
seized,	and	all	kinds	of	martial	effervescence.	In	fact,	it	was	like	fox-hunting:	it	had	‘all	the	excitement	of	war,	with	
only	ten	per	cent.	of	the	danger.’”	(Freeman-Mitford	2004)	

(3)	‚Japan‘	and	the	West:		
	 	BUT	also:	Othering	of	Japan	
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Europe	–	in	the	shape	of	Vienna‘s	World	Fair	was	ready	and	even	
enthusiastic	to	welcome	Japan	into	ist	folds:	its	artistry,	its	
intelligence,	its	rich	history	and	present	efforts	at	modernisation	
were	all	praised	and	served	to	put	Japan	on	equal	footing.	
	
However,	as	demonstrated	by	the	Kobe	incident	and	Mitfort‘s	
account	of	it,	the	„civilized	West“	was	quick	to	shift	its	less	cultured	
and	humane	attributes	to	a	Japan	that	could	be	considered,	after	all,	
as	not	entirely	civilized.	

Conclusion	
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