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Food Waste – How to proof the target of the Sustainable Development Goals: 
The example of Austria and Japan 

 
 
The year 2030 will be an important milestone for the food sector and its ambitious goals for global food 

supply and food waste management. One core of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the 
UN's development agenda for the 21st century, is to "End hunger, achieve food security and improve 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture" (second goal of the UN's 17 SDGs).  At the same time, a 
lot of food is wasted along supply chains. Figures presented on the UN Sustainable Development 
homepage indicate that 1.3 billion tonnes of food are wasted every year while almost 1 billion people go 
undernourished and another 1 billion go hungry. Concurrently, therefore, Sustainable Development 
Goal No. 12.3 of the UN focuses on the food waste sector and sets a target to halve per capita global 
food waste at the retail and consumer levels by 2030 and to reduce food losses along production and 
supply chains, including post-harvest losses.  
But how to achieve this global target, respectively, how to quantify and proof the approaches and 

measures that are set to reduce food waste generation? This presentation will provide an overview on 
current food waste numbers, the impact of food waste on the environment, reduction goals and 
measures to achieve them, as well as methodological approaches to quantify the impact, using Austria 
and Japan as exemplary cases. 
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