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Legal and Policy Framework toward Circular Economy in Japan 
 
Legal structure and hierarchy of waste management as well as plans and strategies aiming to realise 

the circular economy in Japan will be introduced.  Since Japan has been focusing more on recycling of 
materials rather than enhancing design for environment (DfE) before products are being produced and 
put into the market, that often resulted in lack of interface among chemical, product and waste policy, 
therefore the circular economy in a true sense was difficult to achieve.  Issues that we are encountering 
in realising the circular economy will be pointed out and also the way to overcome them will be explored. 
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