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_______________________________________________________________________ 
From Kiel to Mars – Mars Science Laboratory 

NASA’s rover Curiosity landed on Mars back in August 2012 and has been exploring Gale crater 
ever since to answer the question whether Mars was ever habitable. In other words, could life 
have existed on Mars in the distant past? The Radiation Assessment Detector (RAD) is part of 
Curiosity’s scientific payload and measures the radiation dose that future astronauts would 
exposed to on their way to Mars and back, but also on the surface of Mars. This radiation is highly 
penetrating and can destroy extant tracers of life. Since its landing on Mars Curiosity and RAD have 
kept on functioning flawlessly and delivering exciting surprises and scientific discoveries. 
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